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COMMUNICATIONS 
To the Editor: 

Dr. Barker has very courteously sent me a copy of his somewhat 
impressionistic review of The War with Mexico?- presumably to enable 
me to answer it promptly. Most of his criticisms are of such a nature 
that your necessary rules do not permit a reply, but I should like to 
cite vol. I., pp. xi and 406, and to mention three simple questions of 
fact. 1. He generously credits me with having visited "every" battle- 
field of the war; but the preface (p. viii) only says "chief" battlefields. 
2. He calls " imaginative " a passage relating to the battle of Contreras 
(actually based on twelve first-hand sources) ; but, as he cannot have 
read all (if any) of these sources, how can he do so? 3. He protests 
against "the eternal Tightness of Scott" in my narrative, and says, 
" Not once through the book is Scott at fault ". But Scott is unfavor- 
ably criticized on the following pages at least: I. 197, 198, 477, 544; 
II. 59, 129, 147, 188, 284, 318, 390, 391, 401, 402, 436. Perhaps these 
three illustrations are enough. But Dr. Barker did not intend to mis- 
represent the book. 

Justin H. Smith. 



To the Editor: 

I hope that readers who may be interested will examine the refer- 
ences cited by Dr. Smith and determine for themselves the correctness 
of my impression of his attitude toward Scott. 

Eugene C. Barker. 

1 [Pp. 729-732, above. Ed.] 
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